
MontanaMontana  
Veterans’ Upward Bound 

Center for Veterans 
Education & Training Services 

Cisel Hall Rm. 109 
1500 University Drive 
Billings, MT  59101 

 

Contact:  Joe Cobos 
 

 Phone:  1-877-356-8387 Toll-free 
 or 1-406-657-2063  
 Fax:  1- 406-657-2077 
 E-mail:  jcobos@msubillings.edu 

 

www.vubmt.com 

 
This TRIO program is funded in full by a grant 

from the U. S. Department of Education. 
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 Servicing Montana veterans since 1992 
Note: This TRIO program is funded in full by a grant from 

the U.S. Department of Education. 
 
July 2006 

The Veterans Upward Bound Program is a 
U.S. Department of Education program 
(TRIO) provided to increase the access, 
preparation, and placement of low-income 
and first generation persons into post-
secondary education and training.  

There is NO COST for instruction or texts 
and materials. 

VUB Participant Costs 

Program Eligibility 

Must be a U.S. Veteran having served at 
least 180 days of active duty in U.S. mili-
tary service or be medically discharged.  
 
Cannot be dishonorably discharged. 
 
Must be discharged after 1/31/55.  
 
Must meet low-income and/or first genera-
tion college student requirements.  
 
Must possess a desire, need, and commit-
ment to enter and complete a post-
secondary education or training program. 



The College Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) 
provides instruction for veterans beginning or returning 
to college-level work who reside in the Billings area.  
College preparatory instruction is offered fall and 
spring semesters on the MSU-Billings campus.  All 
courses are non-credit and non-graded and may vary 
each semester 

Course offerings may vary each semester but will   
include any, or all, of the following: 

College Transition Assistance Program  

Veterans’ Upward Bound (VUB) is a federally funded 
grant from the U.S. Department of Education  
intended to encourage and assist low income and first-
generation veterans to pursue post-secondary educa-
tion and training. In addition to offering classes, we 
also provide veterans with educational and career as-
sessment and planning, tutoring, and college success 
skills such as test and note taking.  We pride ourselves 
on providing you with educational services based on 
your personal needs. 

With the exception of parking, all services are  

provided free of charge. 

What is Veterans Upward Bound? 

The Cohort Program provides college preparatory instruc-
tion to veterans who do not have access to our Billings pro-
gram and who desire in-class instruction.  Evening classes 
are offered during fall and spring sessions.  The fall session 
begins the end of September and the spring session begins 
in February. 

Classes are offered in Bozeman, Butte, Great Falls,      
Helena, Kalispell, and Missoula. 

The following courses are available providing the minimum 
enrollment of 5 students per class is met: 

Basic and/or Advanced Computer Skills 
Introduction to College Math 
Introduction to College Writing 
College Success Strategies/Advising  

Assistance with financial aid, college admissions, career 
planning, degree exploration, and other services to help 

participants get ready for college are also available. 

Cohort Program 

Our Distance Learning Program provides free on-line 
instruction to veterans who cannot access our CTAP or 
Cohort Programs or who prefer the flexibility of Internet 
based instruction.  Classes are offered in eight-week 
sessions; participants may re-enroll as many times as 
they wish providing they have been active participants. 

College preparatory and skills improvement instruction 
is available in the following subjects: 

Math (basic through advanced) 
Reading  *MS Word 2007 
Writing  *Excel 2007 
Science  *PowerPoint 2007 
Social Studies 
Advisement 

Also available to our on-line participants are the CAI 
(Career Assessment Inventory) and support services 
provided by the Billings staff. 

Distance Learning Program 

The Tribal College Academic Bridge Program (TCAB) is 
approved to pay up to $360.00 in tuition assistance fees 
directly to the tribal college you attend.  This unique pro-
gram is open to all veterans living on or near any of the 
state’s seven reservations.  These fees are paid upon re-
ceipt of invoice, class schedule, and required program 
documentation.  Tuition assistance is available for the first 
semester/quarter you are enrolled in the VUB program.  
You may apply for additional assistance provided a grade 
point average of 2.5 or better is maintained and you are 
completing courses required for your degree. 

The Tribal colleges participating in this program are: 

Blackfeet Community College, Chief Dull Knife College, Ft. 
Belknap College, Ft. Peck Community College, Little Big 
Horn College, Salish-Kootenai College, and Stone Child 
College 

Tribal College Academic Bridge Program  Reserve Program 

Math Algebra Grammar 

Writing Literature Chemistry 

Spanish College Survival Skills/Advising 

Computer  & Keyboarding Skills 

Other services provided are: 

Reading, writing, math skills pre-assessment 
Career assessment and planning 

Academic advising and individual counseling 

Financial aid, veterans’ benefits application 

Applying for admission & assessment of prior college credits 

Tutoring and use of program facilities 

Referral to local, state, & federal veterans’ services 

Reservists and National guard members who have been 
activated for at least 180 days are eligible to participate 
in any of the programs described. 
 
VUB, in partnership with various units throughout the 
state, are providing instruction and services to their 
members. 
 
Check with your unit to see if they are participating or 
would be willing to participate. 
 
 
 
 

Complete course information and current schedules are 
available on our web page. 


